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CHAPTER I 
STATE}ffiNT OF THE PROBLEM 
The purpose of this study is to build silent reading, 
quick-response exercises based on the vocabulary of seven 
Grade One basal reading series. 
These exercises are designed to: 
1. Review the first grade basal vocabulary. 
2. Emphasize meaningful reading. 
3. Promote good silent reading habits. 
4. 
5. 
Provide for a quick response to silent reading. 
Aid the teacher in evaluating· pupil comprehen-
sian. 
1 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
Many books and articles have been written on the subject 
of reading, and have well established its importance in the 
school program and in everyday living. Broom1 sums it up as 
follows: 
"The ability to read is recognized generally 
as one of the most important skills that a p erson 
can have. Reading is a tool of the acquisitive 
mind; it is the vehicle for obtaining ideas that 
cannot be transmitted verbally. The individual 
who reads well has at his command a means for 
widen ing his mental horizons and for multiplying 
his opportunities for experience. Reading is a 
crucial factor affecting intellectual and emo-
tional growth. 
"The need exists .for more and better read-
ing by persons of all ages. Good reading by any 
individual requires a knowledge of 1..rord meaning s 
and of concepts; the reader must bring something 
to the printed page in order to take anything 
from t h e printed page. Insofar as schooling is 
concerned, reading is t h e most important single 
study tool. Next to the teacher, the textbook is 
usually the principal educative a gency contribu-
ting to pupils' academic success. The knowledg e 
contained in textbooks is useless to pupils if 
they cannot read; the ability to read and to com-
preh end the printed English language is a prere-
quisite to academic success. Reading plays a sig-
nificant part, also, in the citizenship, in the 
vocational success, and in the recreation of 
adults. Reading results from t h e immediate needs 
of t h e individual, whether the reading occurs in 
the process of mastering an assignment in school 
or in connec t i ons with doing one's job." 
1. r1ybert Eustace Broom, i'1ary Alice Allen Duncan, Dorothy 
Emig, and Josephine Stueber, Effective Reading Instruction. 
HcGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1951, p. 1-2. 
2 
More emphasis is given to reading in the first grade cur-
riculum than to any other sub ject. The child entering his 
first year of school is, in g eneral, introduced to a reading 
readiness program, taken through three or four pre-primers, 
advanced into the primer, and finally capable of reading the 
first b ook. During his first year t h e pupil is introduced to 
betu.Jeen 300 to .500 sight 1r1ords, depending on the basic read-
ing series used. 
Upon entering the second grade seven year old children, 
says Ilg1 : 
1. Nearly all can read sentences. 
2. Can recogni ze familiar words accurately and 
rapidly. 
Although from 300 to .500 new words are introduced during 
the first grade reading program, only a few children recall 
all the words t h e next September, and many child~en recall 
but a small percent of the words taught. 
Dolch2 says: "Various studies indicate that at the end 
of Grade One the average child has sight vocabulary of only 
two h undred words." 
Failure to retain some of the words learned in the first 
grade has sometimes been b l amed on the long summer vacation. 
1. Frances L. Ilg and Louise B. Ames, "Developmental Trends 
in Reading Behaviour". Journal of Genetic Psych ology, 76:291-
312, June, 19.50. 
2. Edward W. Dolch , Teaching Primary Reading. The Garrard 
Press, Champ aign, Illinoi s, 1950, p. 273. 
3 
A study directed by Eleanor Howel to determine the amount of 
first grade reading that was retained the following September 
showed little difference in the achievement of the same pupils 
tested the previous May. 
2 Gates , regarding the summer vacation loss, also con-
eludes: 
'tElementary school subjects seem to differ in 
their susceptibility to depreciation. Although 
the studies do not always agree, there has been a 
tendency for reading ability to suffer little or no 
loss, or even to show a slight gain, over the sum-
mer months." 
Some children do not achieve as well as others in begin-
ning reading. There are those who feel that children enter-
ing the first grade before reaching their sixth birthday are 
likely to be handicapped in their achievement of reading. 
Keister3, in a study of the reading skills acquired by such 
children, concluded that: 
1. 11 It is possible for children who enter Grade 
I before they reach the age of six to make 
normal progress in reading during the first 
year. 
2. 11The skills attained by such under-age chil-
dren lack permanence and tend to disappear 
1. Eleanor F. Howe, "A Study to Determine the Amount of Re-
tention of First Grade Reading Achievement Following Summer 
Vacation". Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 
1949. 
2. Arthur I. Gates, Arthur T. Jersild, Thomas R. McConnell, 
and Robert c. Challman, Educational Psychology. Macmillan Co., 
New York, 1942, p. 407-408. 
3. Baird V. Keister, "Reading Skills Acquired by Five-Year-
Old Children". Elementary School Journal, 41:587-596, April, 
1941. 
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during the summer months between Grade I 
and II. 
3. "The loss between Grade I and II is not made 
up in succeeding years, and these children 
tend to be permanently retarded to about the 
same degree as they are at t be beginning of 
Grade II. 11 
Keister regarded his findings as significant, but added 
that he did not have a controlled experiment or a large num-
ber of cases. 
Hildrethl, in writing about achievement in beginning 
reading, explains that the growth of each cnild is not equal 
when she states: "Even with good teaching the pupils do not 
stay together on a sip gle level of accomplishment as they 
progress, but some move ahead at a rapid pace while others 
advance more slowly. 11 
Upon entering the second grade the child who remembers 
a large number of the words taught in the first grade has an 
advantage over the child who can remember only a small num-
ber of the words. Beery2 puts it this way: "The possession 
of a rich fund of word meanings is a prerequisite to adequate 
comprehension and interpretation in reading. 11 
In the light of this, a certain amount of review seems 
to be a necessary part of the reading program. The child who 
1. Gertrude Hildreth, "Reading Programs in Grade II and III 11 • 
National Society for the Study of Education, L,_B (Part II): 93-
126, 1949. 
2. Althea Beery, "Development of Reading Vocabulary and Word 
Recognition. 11 National Society for the Study of Education, 
48(Part II):l72-192, 1949. 
does not learn the first time instruction is given, may learn 
the second, third, or fourth time. 
Kingsleyl states that: "The repetition of a function pro-
vides opportunities for its progressive modification and fixa-
tion. 11 
The teacher should not confuse, dull, meaningless drill 
with good, meaningful review. In discussing methods of in-
creasing reading ability Harris2 speaks of the need of repe-
tition in reading instruction, but warns that: 11 To be effec-
tive this repetition should not be monotonous drill but should 
be presented in such a way as to maintain the child's inter-
est at a high level and encourage accuracy of perception. 11 
To further emphasize the fact that review should be in-
teresting and purposeful Kingsley3 writes: 
11 To be effective, however, repetition must 
be accompanied by other essential ingredients 
of the learning process. Without attention, in-
terest, meaning, and a goal, repetition is apt 
to be useless. The importance of repetition 
lies in the fact that it provides opportunit7. 
for making improvement in one's performance. 1 
The need for a meaningful review of vocabulary has long 
been recognized. There have been many various methods de-
vised to present such ' a review. 
1. Howard L. Kingsley, The Nature and Conditions of Learning. 
Prentice-Hall, Inc.; New York, 1946, p. 69. 
2. Albert J. Harris, Ho~T to Increase Readin~ Ability. Long-
mans, Green and Company, New York, 1950, p. 88. 
3. Kingsley, op. cit. p. 75. 
6 
In 1922 ~vatkinsl had published an interesting and dif'-
f'erent method of' presenting and reviewiLng beginning vocabulary. 
First she presented the new vocabulary on f'lash cards. On 
these cards were printed the names of' the pupils, parts of' 
the body, colors, action words, prepositions, street signs, 
salutations, objects in the room, and !'lowers. Each group 
of' words was presented as a separate lesson. Af'ter the words 
had been taught, she reviewed them by using quick-response 
games. The emphasis of' her teaching was on silent reading. 
She required that each exercise be reviewed by a rigorous 
test of' the pupil's understanding. Her method of' teaching 
and reviewing vocabulary seemed to prove highly successful. 
An example of' the type of' game used to revieH the words 
about the parts of' the body was to have one child point to 
the part as the teacher !'lashed the word card. 
Emma Watkins worked daily with her class of' children, 
giving them new ivords and reviewing old ones. She allowed no 
talking during the lesson period. She noted that the children 
were delighted with her new method of' presenting words, and 
told t hem to think of' it as a game. 
At the end of' the school year Miss Watkins presented a 
program f'or t he f'riends and parents of' her pup ils. The chil-
dren amazed the adults with their ability to show by some 
action or response that they understood the numerous words 
1. Emma Watkins, How to Teach Silent Reading to Beginners. 
J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1922. 
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flashed by the teacher. 
In 1923 the Horn Shieldsl Silent Reading Flash Card Exer-
cises were published. The exercises were all on flash cards, 
but they were divided into eight major groups. 
Set A was made up of seventy-five flash cards, each with 
a sing le word on both sides. The teacher would shm..r the chil-
dren the card, and then ask some question about the word. For 
example, if the word shown were baby, the teacher might ask, 
"What can it do?" Only the answer was to be given aloud. A 
correct response would indicate that the child could read the 
flash card. 
Set B consisted of fifty-five phr~ses on word cards. 
Part of these cards told the reader to "fly to the window", or 
to "point to the door". The remaining cards in Set B were 
phrases such as "early in the morning", "right now", or "out 
of town". The teacher would ask an oral question, such as, 
"Should you come to school?n Then she would show one of the 
flash cards. The pupil would complete the sentence silently 
and be prepared to answer either yes or no. 
Set C was made up of questions about the flag and ques-
tions regarding personal etiquette. These questions, such as, 
"Are your hands clean?n or "Name the colors · in our flag ." were 
to be answered by either yes or no. 
Set D had fifteen flash cards. The children were to sup-
1. Ernest Horn and Grace Shields, Horn Shields Silent Reading 
Flash Card Exercises. Ginn and Comp a ny, Boston, 1923. 
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ply the m_issing words in such sentences as "--- f'all f'rom 
trees 11 or 11 The sun sets in the II • 
Set E was fifteen pronoun exercises. Two children, a boy 
and a girl, were selected to stand before the others. Then 
questions on flash cards were asked about those two children. 
The questions, such as, 11H01..r many f'eet have both? 11 or 11 Which 
one is taller? 11 were to be answered by a pupil selected by the 
teacher. 
Set F consisted of' thirty-f'i ve direction cards. '11hese 
were considered very valuable, f'or any error in reading would 
be quickly noted wh en the pupils, in pairs or in small groups, 
attempted to carry out the commands written on lru~ge flash 
cards. The commands were simple, such as "Turn your head to 
the right 11 or "Open and close your mouth". 
Set G Has made up of' ten judgment phrases. They were to 
be used to train the child in reading thought units and to 
give him "sentence sense". Such a ph rase as " Birds build 
their nests •••• 11 was shmm to the children on flash cards. 
Then phrases, such as 11 in t h e trees" or 11 in the water" which 
we re also written on flash cards, were used by the children 
in forming t h e correct response. 
Set H was tHelve, more dif'f'icult, judgment clauses. An 
incoil:lplete statement, such as 11 \,Ie lik e to eat apples •••• 11 was 
s h own to the class, and the selected pupil found t h e right 
answers on oth er flash cards. The ansHers were, for example, 
"because they are round 11 , or 11 because they are good 11 • 
9 
These silent reading exercises were very popular for 
several years, but during the depression they ceased to be 
published. Today any silent reading response type flash cards 
used in schools are an outgrowth of the teacher's own imagina-
tion. 
June Lelandl, a second grade teacher, made use of a 
simple form of silent reading flash cards. She became dis-
couraged with the lack of reading skills exhibited by ten 
children in her room, and endeavored to increase their ability 
to read. First she drew a big picture of a house. Then she 
made flash cards using the words door, window, roof, and other 
parts of the house. She told the children the words on each 
card, and then gave each of the ten children one of the cards. 
After talking about the house for a few minutes, Miss Leland 
asked each student to place his word card in the correct place 
on the house. She noted an increased interest on the part of 
the children, and discovered that with that interest went 
increased reading ability. Leland2 states, "Interest and 
incentive are the first needs towards making them good readers. 
As our pile of known words accumulates, reading speed 
increases". 
1. June Leland, "Visual Aids in Teaching Reading to Disinter-
ested Pupils". The Grade Teacher, 68:30, May, 1951. 
2. June Leland, op. cit. 
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CHAPTER III 
PLAN OF STUDY 
The purpose of this study was to develop some silent 
reading , quick-response exercises to be used in the review 
of first grade vocabulary. Each child is introduced to many 
new words in his first year of school, but because many dif-
ferent basal reading series are used in our country, not every 
child is exposed to the same words. It became necessary to 
learn exactly which words are introduced to first graders in 
each of several different basal reading series. 
Seven basal reading series, which are commonly used in 
the United States and Canada, were selected for use in this 
stud y. The s e ven series use d were the Alice and Jerry Basic 
Readers1 , the Curriculum Foundati0n Series2, the Ginn Basic 
Readers3, the Learning to Read Series4, the Quinlan Readers5, 
1. Mabel O'Donnell and Alice Carey, The Alice and Jerry Basic 
Readers. Row, Peterson and Company, Evanston, Illinois, 1948. 
2. Williams. Gray, Dorothy Baruch and Elizabeth Montg omery, 
Curriculum Foundation Series. Scott, Foresman Company, 
Chicag o, 1946. 
3. David H. Russell, The Ginn Basic Readers. 
pany, Bo s ton, 1949. 
4. Nila B. Smith, Learnin~ to Read Series. 
and Company, New York, 194 • 
Ginn and Com- . 
Silver Burdett 
5. Myrtle Bank s Qu inlan, The Quinlan Readers. Allyn Bacon 
Company, Boston, 1939. 
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the Reading for Interest Seriesl, and the Reading for Meaning 
Series2. 
All the words listed in the back of the pre-primers, 
primers, and first readers were taken for use in building the 
silent reading response exercises. All variants--words 
ending ins, ed, ing, 's, ly--and all the sound words were 
included in the list. 
The following tables show the books used in compiling 
the list of first grade words, the level of each book, and the 
number of new words introduced in each book. 
Table 1. The Books of the Alice and Jerry Basic Readers3 
Used in Grade One 
Books 
Skip Along •••••••••••• ~ 
Under the Sky •••••••••• 
Open the Door •••••.•••• 
Hi gh on a Hill ••••••••• 
Day In and Day Out ••••• 
Round About •••••••••••• 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-p rimer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer 
First Reader 
~·Jords 
20 
26 
21 
11 
102 
195 
1. Paul Witty, Reading for Interest Series. D. c. Heath and 
Company, Boston, 1951. 
2. Paul NcKee, Martha L. Harrison, Anne :r.1cCowen, and 
Elizabeth Lehr, Reading for Meaning Series. Houghton-Mifflin 
Company, Boston, 1949. 
3. The Alice and Jerry Basic Readers, op. cit. 
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Table 2. 1 The Books of the Curriculum Foundation Series 
Used in Grade One 
Books Levels Words 
We Look and See . .............. Pre-primer 17 
1\f e Work and Play .•.•..••.•.... Pre-primer 21 
We Come and Go • ••••••••••••••• Pre-primer 20 
'rhe New Fun with Dick and Jane Primer 100 
The New Our New Friends ••..••• First Reader 176 
Table 3. The Books of the Ginn Basic Readers2 Used in 
Grade One 
Books 
My Little Red Story Book •••••• 
My Little Green Story Book •••• 
My Little Blue Story Book ••••• 
The Little White House •••••••• 
On Cherry Street •••••••••••• • • 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer 
First Reader 
1. Curriculum Foundation Series, op. cit. 
2. The Ginn Basic Readers, op. cit. 
Words 
21 
23 14 
113 
183 
13 
Table 4. The Books of the Learning to Read Seriesl Used 
in Grade One 
Books 
Bill and Susan •.••.••.••••••• 
Under the Tree ••••••••••••••• 
Through the Gate ••••••••••••• 
Down the Road ••.•...••••••••• 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer 
First Reader 
Words 
26 
32 
130 
189 
Table 5. The Books of the Quinlan Readers2 Used in 
Grade One 
Books 
Before-Before Winky •••••••••• 
Before Winky ••••••••••••••••• 
W inky . ....•..•....•...•••..•• 
Happy Days ••••••••••••••••.•• 
Day by Day ••••••••••••••••••• 
To and Fro ..•.••.•..••••.•••• 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer I 
Primer II 
First Reader 
1. Learning to Read Series, op. cit. 
2. The Quinlan Readers, op. cit. 
Words 
22 
26 
33 
62 
104 
195 
14 
Table 6, The Books of the Reading for Interest Series1 
Used in Grade One 
Books 
Ned and Nancy ••••••••.•••••• 
Bigger and Bigger ••••••••••• . 
Little Lost Dog ••••••••••••• . 
Molly, Pete, and Ginger ••••• 
A Home for Sandy •••••••••••• 
Rain and Shine •••••••••••••• 
Something Different ••••••••• 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer I 
Primer II 
First Reader 
1r.Jords 
22 
30 
42 
17 
110 
102 
145 
Table 7. The Books of the Reading for Meaning Series2 
Used in Grade One 
Books 
'rip . •....•......•...•.•••••• 
Tip and Mitten •••••••••••••• 
The Big Show •••••••••••••••• 
With Jack and Janet ••••••••• 
Up and Away ••••••••••••••••• 
Levels 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Pre-primer 
Primer 
First Reader 
Words 
20 
30 
10 
150 
164 
Each different word found in the seven basal reading 
series was listed in alphabetical order. It was found that 
there were 1,019 different words introduced in the seven 
1. Reading for Interest Series, op. cit. 
2. Reading for ~1eaning Series, op. cit. 
basal series. The words and the series in which each is 
found is shown in the following table: 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4· 
5. 
6. 
7-
Table 8. The Frequency of First Grade Words Found in 
Seven Basal Reading Series 
A -
B -
c -
D -
E -
F -
G.-
indicates The Alice and Jerry Basic Readersl 
indicates The Curriculum Foundation Series2 
indicates The Ginn Basic Readers3 
indicates The Learning to Reaq Series4 
indicates The Quinlan Readers5 
indicates The Reading for Interest Series6 
indicates The Reading for Meaning Series? 
ltlord Frequency A B c D E 
a . .............. 7 X X X X X 
about . .......... 4 X X X 
above ....... .... 1 
across •••••••.•• 3 X X 
afraid •••••••••• 3 X X X 
after ••••••••••• 5 X X X 
again ... ........ 7 X X X X X 
air . ............ 1 X 
airplane •••••••• 6 X X X X 
airport ••.•••••• 2 X X 
Alice •••.••••••• 2 X X 
all . ........... ~ 7 X X X X X 
(continued on next page) 
op. cit. 
op. cit. 
op . cit. 
op. cit. 
op. cit. 
op • cit. 
op. cit. 
F 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
G 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
16 
17 
Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
almost. ... 1 X 
alone •• 2 X X 
along •• .. . . 3 X X X 
always ••. .... 2 X X 
8111 • •••• . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
an •••• ~- X X X X 
and •••• . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
Andrew ••. 1 X 
Andy ••• . . . ... 1 X 
animal. 1 X 
animals •• 3 X X X 
another •••• ..... 3 X X X 
antlers ••• .... . . 1 X 
any •.... . . . . . . . . 1 X 
anyone •• 2 X X 
apple •• 3 X X X 
apples. .. 3 X X X 
are ••••• ..... 7 X X X X X X X 
arm •••••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
around •• 5 X X X X X 
as •••• 7 X X X X X X X 
ask •••• .... . . . . . 2 X X 
asl{ed ••• .. . . 6 X X X X X X 
asleep •• ..... 1 X 
at . .... . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
ate ... .. 6 X X X X X X 
aunt •••• 3 X X X 
autumn •• 2 X X 
automobile. 1 X 
away •••• .... . . 7 X X X X X X X 
babies. . . .. 1 X 
baby •• .. 6 X X X X X X 
back. .. . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
bad •.. . . . 4 X X X X 
bag •• 3 X X X 
ball •••• 7 X X X X X X X 
balloons •• 2 X X 
band •••• . . . . .. . . 1 X 
bang •••• 3 X X X 
bank ••• 1 X 
barber. 2 X X 
bark ••• . . .. . . . l X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
barked •••••••••• 1 X 
barn ...........• L,. X X X X 
barnyard •••••••• 2 X X 
basket •••••••••• 4 X X X X 
bath ..•.... ....• 1 X 
bathing ••••••••• 1 X 
be • ......•...•.• 7 X X X X X X X 
beach ..........• 1 X 
bear •••••••••••• 2 X X 
beautiful ••••••• 1 X 
because ••••••••• 1 X 
bed . ........••.• 5 X X X X X 
bee • ............. 2 X X 
been ........•••• 2 X X 
before •••••••••• 3 X X X 
began ••••••••••• 4 X X X X 
behind •••••••••• 3 X X X 
bell •••••••••••• 1 X 
belong •••••••••• 2 X X 
Ben . •.........•• 1 X 
Benjamin B • • • • • • 1 X 
Ben's ••••••••••• 1 X 
beside •••••••••• 1 X 
best • ........... 3 X X X 
Betsy ••••••••••• 1 X 
better •••••••••• 1 X 
Betty's ••••••••• 2 X X 
bicycle ••.•••••• 1 X 
big •.. .•.......• 7 X X X X X X X 
bigger •••••••••• 1 X 
biggest ••••••••• 2 X X 
Bill . ..........• 4 X X X X 
Billy ••••••••••• 4 X X X X 
bird ...........• 4 X X X X 
birds ••••••••••• 2 X X 
birthday •••••••• 6 X X X X X X 
black ••••••••••• 6 X X X X X X 
Blackie ••••••••• 2 X X 
blew . ......•..•• 2 X X 
Blinker ••.•••••• 1 X 
Blinkie ••••••••• 1 X 
blocks •••••••. 
• • 1 X 
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\1ord Frequency A B c D E F G 
blmv. • 0 1 X 
blue ••• • 0 0 • 0 7 X X X X X X X 
boat ••• .... 3 X X X 
boats. ... 3 X X X 
Bobby •• . . .. 2 X X 
book •• . . . . . 2 X X 
books. ... . . . . •• 2 X X 
boom ••• ... 1 X 
boots •• ... 1 X 
Bossy •• ..... 1 X 
both •• . . . . 1 X 
bottles. .. . . . 1 X 
bow-wov-r. 6 X ...,. X X X X 
-''-
box ••• ~ •• • 0 .. 5 X X X X X 
boy ••• .. 5 X X X X X 
boys ••• •• 0 1 X 
brave •• 0 • 0 1 X 
bread ••• 0 • • 2 X X 
breakfast •• 3 X X X 
bring •••• ... 1 X 
broken ••• ... 2 X X 
brook ••••• .... 1 X 
broom ••• ... 1 X 
brother •• . . . 1 X 
brOi•m. .. 4 X X X X 
build •• . . . . 1 X 
bump •••• ..... . . . . 4 X X X X 
bumped •• . . . • • .. 1 X 
bundle. 1 X 
Bunny •• 3 X X X 
burned ••• .. . ... 1 X 
busy •••• 0 • • . . 1 X 
but •••. .... 7 X X X ...,. X X X -''-
buzzed .• 1 X 
buy ••••• ... 1 X 
by ••• ••• ... 5 X X X X X 
cabbag e. ... . . . ... 1 X 
cag e •• ... . . . 4 X X X X 
cake •• •• . . . . . • • • • 6 X X X X X X 
cakes. . . . .. 1 X 
calf'. . . . . . . . . . . 2 X X 
call. 4 X X X X 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
called •• . . . . ... 7 X X X X X X X 
carne •••• ... • • • • . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
can •••• . . . . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
candle. ... 1 X 
candles. . . . . .. 3 X X X 
candlestick. 1 X 
cannot •• . . . . .. 1 X 
can 1 t ••• .... . . . . 2 X X 
cap ••• . . . .. 1 X 
cap s • . . . . . . 1 X 
car .•• . . 4 X X X X 
care •• . . . .... 1 X 
careful. . . . . .. 1 X 
carriage •••• . . . . . . 1 X 
carry. . . . . . . . 1 X 
cat . ......... ... 5 X X X X X 
catch ••• .. . . . . . . . . 3 X X X 
caught •••• .... 1 X 
caw •••• . . . .. 1 X 
cement. •• . . 1 X 
cents •• . . ... . . . . 1 X 
chair •• . . . 3 X X X 
chairs •• ..... 1 X 
cherry •• . . . . . 1 X 
chewed •••• . . . . 2 X X 
chicken ••• . . . . . 2 X X 
chickens •• .. . . . 1 X 
chicks ••• 2 X X 
children •• ..... 5 X X X X X 
chocolate. . . . . . . . . 1 X 
ch.oo •••••• .. 1 X 
choose •••• .... 1 X 
Christmas •• .. 1 X 
church ••• . . 1 X 
~inders. 1 X 
circus •• 1 X 
city ••• 3 X X X 
clean ••• ... • • • 1 X 
click •••• 1 X 
climb •••• ... 1 X 
clinkety-clink. ... 1 X 
clock ..... ..... ... 1 X 
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vford Frequency A B c D E F G 
close ••• 1 X 
clothes •• .. 1 X 
clouds. . . . . . 1 X 
clm·Jns •••• 1 X 
cluck ••••• 5 X X X X X 
coasting ••• 1 X 
coat •••.• . . . . . 3 X X X 
coats ••.. . . . 1 X 
cock-a-doodle-doc 2 X X 
cocoa. 1 X 
cold •••• .. 6 X X X X X X 
color •• 4 X X X X 
come ••• . . 7 X X X X X X X 
coming •• . . 3 X X X 
conductor •• 1 X 
cook ••••• . . . ••• 1 X 
cookies ••• . . . . ... 3 X X X 
cook s •. . . . . . . . 1 X 
cool •••• . . . . 1 X 
corn •••• . . . . . . . •• 3 X X X 
could ••• ... 7 X X X X X X X 
count ••• .... 1 X 
cou..nted •• .... 1 X 
country •• 2 X X 
cow ••••• 5 X X X X X 
cowboy •• .. 1 X 
crawled •• ..... 1 X 
crayons. . . . 1 X 
cream. . . . . ... 1 X 
cried •• ... . . 5 X X X X X 
cross. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
crovJ . ... 1 X 
cry •• ... . . . . . . . 1 X 
crying. ... • • • • • • • 2 X X 
cup •..•... . . . . ••• 3 X X X 
cupboard ••• .... 1 X 
cut .. ... 2 X X 
daddy •• ... 2 X X 
d anced •• . . . . . . . 1 X 
dark ••• . . . . . . . . • • 3 X X X 
David •• .. . . . . . . . . 2 X X 
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Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
day ••• 7 X X X X X X X 
dear ••• . . . . •••• 1 X 
deep •• .... . .. 1 X 
deer •• ... 1 X 
deli ghted •• 1 X 
deliver ••. 1 X 
Dick ••• . . . 3 X X X 
Di c k ie •• . . . .... 1 X 
did •••••• ...... 7 X X X X X X X 
different •• . . . . .. 1 X 
dinner. ...... L~ X X X X 
dish •• . . . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
do ••• .... . . . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
does •• . . . . . .. . . 1 X 
dog ••• . . . . . • • 7 X X X X X X X 
dogs. . . . . . 1 X 
doing . .. 1 X 
doll •• . . .. 4 X X X X 
done •• . . . . .. . . . 1 X 
d onkey •• . . . 1 X 
don't. 3 X X X 
door •• ... . .. . . . 5 X X X X X 
Dot •••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
Dot's •• . . . . . ... 1 X 
d own •• . . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
drank ••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
draws •••• .. 1 X 
dream. 1 X 
dreamed. . . . 1 X 
dress ••• . . 3 X X X 
dressed •• 1 X 
drink ••• . . . ... 1 X 
drop ••••• . . . . 1 X 
dropped ••• . . . . ... 1 X 
drove •• 1 X 
drum •• . . . . . ... 1 X 
duck ••• . . . . ... . . . L~ X X X X 
ducks •• . . . . 2 X X 
early •• . . . 2 X X 
ears ••• 2 X X 
earth •••. . . . . 1 X 
eat •••• . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
eating. . . . . 1 X 
e ggs ••• • • • • • • • • . . 4 X X X X 
e i ght •• .... . . .. 1 X 
elephant. . . . . .. 1 X 
Ellen. ....... 1 X 
else ••• . . . . . . •••• 1 X 
empty ••• . . .... . .. 1 X 
end . .... ... 1 X 
engine. .. . . . 1 X 
enough •• ....... 2 X X 
ever •••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
every ••• ... . . 4 X X X X 
everyone ••• ... 1 X 
everything ••• . . . . 1 X 
everywhere ••• . . . . 1 X 
eyes •••••• . . . . . . . 3 X X X 
fair ••••• . . . 1 X 
family •• .. . . . . . 2 X X 
far .. ..... . . . .. 2 X X 
farm •••••• . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
farmer •••••••• • • • 1 X 
farmer!s ••••• 1 X 
f a rmers •• ..... 1 X 
fast . ....... 7 X X X X X X X 
faster ••• . . . 3 X X X 
fat •••••• ... . . . 3 X X X 
father •••• .. 5 X X X X X 
f eathers. 2 X X 
feed •• .. . . . 2 X X 
feet •• . . . . . . .. 5 X X X X X 
fell ••• .. 4 X X X X 
fence. . . 1 X 
F ide •••• . . . . . . . .. 1 X 
fill •• .... 1 X 
find •. . . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
fine ••• . . . . . . . . .. 1 X 
fire ••• . . . . . . . . . . L~ X X X X 
fireplace •• 1 X 
first •••••• . . •• 3 X X X 
f ish ••••••• . . . . . . 3 X X X 
fishe rman •• 1 X 
five .... ... . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
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Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
fix ••• . . . . . ..... 1 X 
fixed. . . ••• . . . . . 1 X 
flag s •• . . . . . .. 1 X 
flat •• . . . . .. • • • • 1 X 
flew ••• ... 3 X X X 
Flip •••• . . . . . . . ••• 1 X 
floor •• . . • • • • • •••• 2 X X 
flowers •• ... • • • • 3 X X X 
Fluffy •• • • • . . . . . . . 1 X 
fly •••••• . . . . . •••• 5 X X X X X 
follow ••• ... . . . . 1 X 
followed. . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
food .•• . . . 3 X X X 
for •••• . . . . .... 7 X X X X X X X 
found. . . . . . . 5 X X X X X 
four •• . . . . 5 X X X X X 
fox •••• .. 2 X X 
Fred •• 1 X 
fresh •• 1 X 
friend •• .... 1 X 
friends •• . . . ... 1 X 
Frisky •• 1 X 
frog •• ...... . . . . 3 X X X 
fro g s •• . . ....... . . . 1 X 
from ••• 6 X X X X X X 
front. . . .. . . . . .. 1 X 
frost •• 1 X 
fruit •• . . . 1 X 
full •• .. 1 X 
fun ••• .. . . . • • 7 X X X X X X X 
funny •• ... 5 X X X X X 
.fur ••••• .... 1 X 
Fuzzy ••. 1 X 
g allon •. . . . . . 1 X 
galloping. ... 1 X 
g ame ••••• . . . . . . 2 X X 
garden. . . ... ... 4 X X X X 
gas ••• . . . . . 1 X 
gate •• ..... 3 X X X 
gave •• . . . . 5 X X X X X 
gay ••• 1 X 
geese. . . . . . 1 X 
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Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
get •••• . . ... 7 X X X X X X X 
Ginger. . . . . 1 X 
girl. •• . . . ••• 4 X X X X 
girls. ..... 2 X X 
give •• . . . . . . . . ... 5 X X X X X 
glad ••• 2 X X 
go • ••• . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
goat ••• . . . 3 X X X 
gobble. . . . . . 1 X 
gobbler •• . . . . . . 1 X 
going •• ... . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
gold. ... . . 1 X 
gone. • • ... ..... 5 X X X X X 
good. . . . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
good-by ••• . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
goose ••••• . . ... 1 X 
got .. ..... . . . 4 X X X X 
grandfather •• 4 X X X X 
gr::mdmother. . . . . . 4 X X X X 
grass ••• . . . •• • • 4 X X X X 
gray ••••• .. 3 X X X 
greedy •• .. 1 X 
green ••• ... . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
grew •••• ... . . . . 2 X X 
ground •• ... • • . . . . 4 X X X X 
g row •••• .. 4 X X X X 
gr-r-r-r •• . . . 1 X 
guess ••• 3 X X X 
ha •••••• .. .... . . . 3 X X X 
had ••••• . . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
hair •••• • • 3 X X X 
hammer •• . . 1 X 
hand •••• .... 2 X X 
handkerchiefs •• . . 1 X 
happy ••• 6 X X X X X X 
hard. .. . .. . . 1 X 
has •••• 7 X X X X X X X 
hats •• .. . . . . . 3 X X X 
have •• ... 7 X X X X X X X 
hay •• .. . . . . . . 1 X 
he •••• 7 X X X X X X X 
head •. . . . 4 X X X X 
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Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
hear ••• •• . . . . 3 X X X 
heard. ... . . . • • 6 X X X X X X 
heavy . . . ... 1 X 
hee-haw. . . .. 1 X 
held •••• .. 1 X 
hello •••• 5 X X X X X 
help ••••• . . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
helped •• . . . . . . 3 X X X 
hen ••• .... 5 X X X X X 
her ••• ... . . 7 X X X X X X X 
here •••• ... 7 X X X X X X X 
hero •. ... . ... 1 X 
herself •• .. 1 X 
h iccups •• .... 1 X 
hide ••••• . . . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
h iding •• •• . .. 1 X 
h i gh .• 3 X X X 
h ill ••.. .. . . . . 4 X X X X 
, . 7 X X X X X X X nJ.m ••.••• . . . . . 
h imself •• .... 1 X 
his. . . . . ...... ... 7 X X X X X X X 
hit ••• ..... 1 X 
ho •••• . . ... . . 2 X X 
hole. ... 2 X X 
hold ••• . . . ... 1 X 
holds •. .... . . . . 1 X 
home •• .... 7 X X X X X X X 
honey •• ....... 1 X 
honk ••• . . . . •• . . 1 X 
hop •••• .. . . • ••• 6 X X X X X X 
hoped •• ... . . . 1 X 
hoppity-hop. ... 1 X 
horns. .. . ... . . . 1 X 
horse •.•. . . . . . ... 4 X X X X 
hot ••••• . . . . •• 2 X X 
house ••• . . . . . .... 6 X X X X X X 
how .••• . . . . . . • • 6 X X X X X X 
h u g •••• •• . .. 1 X 
hungry. .. . . . 3 X X X 
hurry ••. ... 5 X X X X X 
hurts ••••• 2 X X 
I. • • •. • •. ... 7 X X X X X X X 
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l.Jord Frequency A B c D E F G 
ice. . . . . . . 0 0 . . . . 1 X 
ice-cream. • 0 2 X X 
i:C • ••• .. 3 X X X 
I' 11 •••• ... . . . 1 X 
. 1n • ••.• • • 0 7 X X X X X X X 
indeed. .... 1 X 
Inky •••• • 0 0 0 •• 1 X 
inside. .... 0 •• 0 • 1 X 
into •• 0 •• 5 X X X X X 
is .•• . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
it ••• . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
Jack. ... .... . . . . • 0 5 X X X X X 
Jane ••• ... 3 X X X 
Janet ••. . . . .. 2 X X 
Jean ••• • • 0 .... 1 X 
Jerry •• .. 1 X 
Jill •• . . ••• . .. 1 X 
Jim ••• 0 • . . . . 0 • .. 2 X X 
jingle. • • 0 • 0 0 • .... 1 X 
Jip ••• .... . . . . . . . . 1 X 
John. ••• . . . . . . . . .. 1 X joke. . . . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
Judy •• .. 1 X 
Jumbo. • 0 .. 1 X 
jump • • • • •• ... 3 X X X jumped ••• • 0 • 7 X X X X X X X just •••.• . . . . ..... 7 X X X X X X X 
kang aroo ••• . . . . . 1 X 
keep •• .. • • 0 . . . . . . . 2 X X 
kept •• . . . 1 ..... ..~ 
kind. .... . . . . • •• 1 X 
king •• 0 • • 1 X 
kite. .. 0 • • 1 X 
k ites. • • 0 . . . . • 0 • 1 X 
kitchen •• 0 • . . . 1 X 
kitten •• 3 X X X 
kittens •• ..... 3 X X X 
kitty •.•• . . . 1 X 
knoYJ •••• . . . .. • 0 • 6 X X X X X X 
ladder. . . .. 1 X 
lady. 0 • • ..... 1 X 
lamb •••• .. •• 0 . . • • • 1 X 
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vJord Frequency A B c D E F G 
last •••• ... • •••• l X 
laugh •••• . . . . 0 •• .. 2 X X 
laughed. ... . . 7 X X X X X X X 
l aughing . • • • . . l X 
leave •• ... l X 
leaves •• . . . . 3 X X X 
Lee •• . . . 0 •• • 0 • 0 • l X 
lef't ••• l X 
leg •.••. . . . . .. . . . . l X 
lemonade. l X 
let •••• ... 5 X X X X X 
letter •• ... l X 
let's. •• 0 • 0 • 0 . . 3 X X X 
light. l X 
lik e •• . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
liked. • 0 • . . 3 X X X 
likes •• 2 X X 
listen. . . . . . . ... 2 X X 
little. 7 X ..... X X X X X .. .. . . . . . 
""" live ••• .... . . . . . 3 X X X 
lived. . . . . . 3 X X X 
long ••• ... ... . . . 5 X X X X X 
look •• ...... . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
looked . .... 6 X X X X X X 
looking ••• . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
lo st ••••• ... 5 X X X X X 
loud ••• . . . . . . . 2 X X 
louder ••• . . . 1 X 
lovely •• .. . . l X 
lunch . ... l X 
ma-a ••• .. l X 
Hac •••• .. . . . . l X 
IVI a c 1 s ••• . . . . . . . . l X 
made •• . . . 5 X X X X X 
make ••• ••• . . 7 X X X X X X X 
makes •• ... l X 
ma-ma •• ... • • 2 X X 
man ••• .... . . 7 X X X X X X X 
many •• . . •• 4 X X X X 
march. . . . .. 1 X 
Martha •• . . . . ... l X 
Hary ••• . . • • • 4 X X X X 
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may •••• . . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
maybe •• . . . . . . ••• 2 X X 
me ••• . . . . . • • .. 7 X X X X X X X 
meat •• . . . l X 
mend. . . .. 2 X X 
mender. . . . . l X 
meow •••• . . . . l X 
merry-go-round. ... l X 
me t •• ... 2 X X 
mew. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . 5 X X X X X 
milk •• . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
mill. l X 
mine. .. . . . . . . l X 
Hiss •• . . . . . . .. 2 X X 
mitten ••• .. . . . . . 2 X X 
Mitzi. l X 
Molly. •• . . . . l X 
money. • • •• ... 3 X X X 
monkey •• . . . 3 X X X 
moo ••• .... •• . . . 3 X X X 
moon. . . ... ... • • • l X 
more. . . . . . . . . . .. 3 X X X 
morning. 6 X X X X X X 
most •••• . . . . l X 
mother •• . . . . . . •• 7 X X X X X X X 
mouse. . . . . 2 X X 
mouth ••• . . • • • 2 X X 
IVIr. ... . . .. 3 X X X 
Mr. Carl. .. . . . . . l X 
Mr. Lee. . . . . . • • • l X 
Mrs ••• ... . ... 3 X X X 
much •• • • ... 3 X X X 
mud ••• .... l X 
mus t. . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
my. • •• . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
nail. l X 
name. • • .. . . 4 X X X X 
Nan ••• . . . . ... 2 X X 
Nancy. .. . . . . . . . . . . 2 X X 
nap ••. 2 X X 
naughty •• •• . . . .. 2 X X 
near •••. ... . . . . . l X 
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Ned ••• ..... 1 X 
needs. .... . . . . 2 X X 
nest ••• .... 3 X X X 
never •• .. • • 4 X X X X 
new •••• . . . .. 5 X X X X X 
next ••• . . . . 5 X X X X X 
Nicky •• ... 1 X 
night. . . . ..... • • . . 7 X X X X X X X 
nightingale •• .. . . . 1 X 
nimble. .. . . . . . • • • • 1 X 
no •••• .. . . . . • • 7 X X X X X X X 
noise. ... . . . . . . . 2 X X 
north. 1 X 
nose •• .... 4- X X X X I 
not •••• . . . . . . . . ... 7 X X X X X X X ,, 
nothing. .. 3 X X X I 
nov.r ••••• .... 7 X X X X X X X I 
number •• ... . . . . . . . 1 X 
nut • ••.•.•. 2 X X 
oatmeal. . . . . 1 X 
ocean. . . . .. . . 1 X 
o:f • • 0 • • • 7 X X X X X X X 
o:f:f • • • 0 • 4 X X X X 
oh •• .... • • . . 6 X X X X X X 
old. .. . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
on •• . . . . . . . . . . . ... 7 X X X X X X X 
once ••• .. . . 3 X X X 
one •••• 0 • . . . . . .... 7 X X X X X X X 
open ••••• .... L,_ X X X X 
opened. . . . . .... 3 X X X 
or . ..... 3 X X X 
orang e. .. . . . 1 X 
organ ••• .... 2 X X 
ostrich •• ..... 1 X 
other •• .. 7 X X X X X X X 
our •• • • • 6 X X X X X X 
out •••• . . . . . . ••••• 7 X X X X X X X 
over ••••• 7 X X X X X X X 
overalls •• ... 1 X 
own • •••••• .. 1 X 
pack ••••• ..... l X 
Paddy's. • 0 • . . . 1 X 
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Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
pail •• .... . . . • • • • 2 X X 
pails. ..... . . . . 1 X 
paint. .... .. . . . 3 X X X 
painted ••• ... . . 1 X 
pajamas. .. 1 X 
pan •• • • • .... . . . 2 X X 
pancake. . . . . . . . 1 X 
parade ••• .. . ... 3 X X X 
park •••• . . . •• 1 X 
parrot. 1 X 
party •• 6 X X X X X X 
Pat •••• . . . . . 2 X X 
Patsy •• . . . • • 1 X 
patted ••• 1 X 
Patty ••••• . . . . 1 X 
Pauline •• .. 1 X 
p alv •••••• . . . .. 1 X 
peacock ••• 1 X 
peanuts. 2 X X 
pears. •• . ... 1 X 
peep •• . . .. . . . . 2 X X 
pen .••• . . . . . ... 1 X 
pencil. • • • ... • • 1 X 
pennies •• . . . . . . • • 2 X X 
penny ••• . . . . ... 3 X X X 
people •• ... . . . . .. 1 X 
perhaps •• . . . . . . . . 1 X 
Perky. ... 1 X 
pet •• .. 4 X X X X 
p ets •••. ..... . . . . 1 X 
Pete ••• ... • • . . . •• 1 X 
Peter •• ... 1 X 
picked. . . . . . . . . 1 X 
picnic ••• .... . . . . 2 X X 
picnics ••• . . . 1 X 
picture •• . . . 1 X 
pictures •• .... 2 X X 
pie •••• ... . . . 1 X 
pig ••• . . . . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
piles ••• . . .. . . . 1 X 
pillow •• ... • • 1 X 
pink. .. . .. 2 X X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
~'lord Frequency A B c D E F G 
Pin..ky ••••••• ••• 1 X 
plant ••••• • • . . . 1 X 
planted ••• ... • • 1 X 
play ••••• .. . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
played ••• 3 X X X 
playing. .. . . . . 1 X 
please •• .. 6 X X X X X X 
pocket ••. ~- X X X X 
pockets ••. . . . 1 X 
pocketbook. . . .. 1 X 
pole ... .... 1 X 
policeman ••• .. 1 X 
Polly •• ... 1 X 
pond ••• . . . .... 1 X 
pony •••• . . . .... 4 X X X X 
pool •••• .... . . . . . 1 X 
popcorn ••• ... 2 X X 
porch •••• .. 1 X 
postman •• . . . . .. 1 X 
pretty ••• 5 X X X X X 
print. ... 1 X 
prize. . . 2 X X 
p roud ••• .. . . . 1 X 
puddle •••. 3 X X X 
puddles •• 1 X 
Puf'f' ••• ... . . . . . 1 X 
pull ••••• . . . .. 1 X 
pulled •• 3 X X X 
pulling. .· . 1 X 
puppy ••. . . . ... 2 X X 
purr ••• 1 X 
push ••• . . . . .... 1 X 
pushed. . . . ... . ... 3 X X X 
put ••••• . . . • • • • • • 7 X X X X X X X 
quack •••• 6 X X X X X X 
quacking. . . . . . . . . 1 X 
quarts •• ... 1 X 
• 1 2 X X qUlCK ••• . . . 
quiet ••• 1 X 
rabbit ••• ... 6 X X X X X X 
race ••••• . . . 2 X X 
railroad ••• • • .... 1 X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8. (Continued ) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
rain •••• ..... • • • • 6 X X X X X X 
rainbow. • • • • 1 X 
ran ••••• . . . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
read ...•... •• . . . . 2 X X 
reading. .. . . . . 1 X 
ready ••• .. . . . . . 3 X X X 
real •••• . . ... 1 X 
really ••• • • • 1 X 
red •••••. .. . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
rent ••• . . ..... 1 X 
rented ••• . . • • • 1 X 
ribbon •• . . . • • • 2 X X 
ribbons •• .... 1 X 
ride •••• .... 7 X X X X X X X 
riding •••• .. . . . 1 X 
right •• ... 1 X 
ring ••• . . . . .. 1 X 
river ••• . . • • • • • •• 1 X 
road •• . . . . . . ... 4 X X X X 
rob in ••• . . .. 1 X 
rode •••• •• 1 X 
rolled. ..... 3 X X X 
room •••• . . 2 X X 
rooster. . . . . .. 3 X X X 
r ope ••• . . . . . 1 X 
round •••• . . . 2 X X 
run ..... . . . . . •• 6 X X X X X X 
r unning . •• . . . . . 2 X X 
sad ••• ... . ... 1 X 
said •• •• . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
sail •• .. • • 1 X 
Sally. • • • 2 X X 
Sally 's •. 1 X 
salt •• . . . . . .. . . . . 1 X 
same •• 1 X 
sand •• . . . 3 X X X 
8 andwi che 8. 2 X X 
Sandy ••• . . . 1 X 
sang ...... . . . .. 5 X X X X X 
sat . ...... .. 7 X X X X X X X 
Saturday ••• . . . . 1 X 
s a 1'11' ••••••• 7 X X X X X X X 
(Continued on n ext page) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
\1}'ord Frequency A B 0 D E F G 
say . ..•....... . . . 6 X X X X X X 
saying ••••••• 1 X 
s carecrovJ •••• . . . . 1 X 
scarecroHs. 1 X 
scat •••. ... . .. 1 X 
school •••• 5 X X X X X 
seat •••• .. . . . . . .. 2 X X 
seaweed •• . . . . 1 X 
second. .. . . . . . . 1 X 
see ••• • • 7 X X X X X X X 
seen. . .. 3 X X X 
sell. . . . . .. 2 X X 
seven •••• . . . . . 1 X 
sh-h -h ••• 1 X 
shadow ••• ..... 1 X 
shadows. .. . .... 1 X 
shall. ... . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
she •••• •• . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
shelf' •••• 1 X 
shells •••• ... 1 X 
shine •••• . . . . . 1 X 
shining •• .. . .. 2 X X 
shoe •• . . . 2 X X 
shoes •••••• . . . . . . 1 X 
shop •••••• ... 2 X X 
shortcake. . . 1 X 
should ••••. ... 1 X 
shouted •• 1 X 
Sh01.J' •. . . . . . ... 3 X X X 
shut •••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
side •••• . . . . . . . 2 X X 
side1rmlk. 1 X 
sign ..... . . • • 1 X 
sing •••• . . . . . •• 4 X X X X 
sister •• •• 1 X 
sit .•••• .... 3 X X X 
six •..•• . . . . . . . . . 3 X X X 
Skipper •• ... 1 X 
sky ••• .... . ... 3 X X X 
sled •. . . . . . 1 X 
sleds. . . . 1 X 
sleep. . . . • • • • 7 X X X X X X X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
sleepy ••• • • • •••••• 2 X X 
sleeve ••• • • • • • • • • • 1 X 
slept •••• .... . .. l X 
slow •••• ..... . .. 2 X X 
slower. . . . . • • • • • 1 X 
small •• • • • • ... 1 X 
smart •• . . . . ... 1 X 
Smarty ••• . . . . . . . .. l X 
smell •• •• . . • • . . • •• 1 X 
smiled. .... . . . . . . . 2 X X 
snap •••• • • • • • • • • 1 X 
snow •••• . . . . . • • . .. 5 X X X X X 
snowball ••• ... • • l X 
snowballs •. l X 
sno1-nnan •••• . . . . l X 
snowsuit •• . . . ... 1 X 
snowsu its •• .... l X 
sni:f:f. . . . . . .. l X 
so ••••• . . . . . . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
socks. .. ••• . . . . . . . l X 
soldier ••• •• l X 
some ••••••• 7 X X X X X X X 
somebody ••• . . . . . 1 X 
someone ••• ... . . . 2 X X 
something •• 7 X X X X X X X 
so on ••• . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
sounds •. . . . . . . . 3 X X X 
south ••• ... . . 1 X 
Specky •• . . . . . . •• 1 X 
splash ••• ... 5 X X X X X 
spot ••••••• . . . . . . . 1 X 
spots •••• ... 1 X 
spotted •• ... . . . . . . 1 X 
spPing • •• ... • • . . 3 X X X 
sprinkler •• .. . . . . . 1 X 
sprinkling ••• ... 1 X 
squawk •••••• ... 1 X 
squirrel •• ... 3 X X X 
stand •••••• .. 2 X X 
star •••• . . . . . 1 X 
started. l X 
stay •••• . . •• 4 X X X X 
(Continued on next p age) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
\-l ord Frequency A B c D E F G 
step ••• . . . . . 1 X 
steps •. .. . . . . . . . 1 X 
sticks .• •• 1 X 
still •• 3 X X X 
stir ... . . . 1 X 
stood •• .... 2 X X 
stop •• 5 X X X X X 
stopped •• ~ X X X X store •••• X X X X X 
story •••. 5 X X X X X 
strawberries •• 1 X 
street •• 5 X X X X X 
string ••• 2 X X 
stripe. 1 X 
strong . ....... 1 X 
stuck ••• . . . . 1 X 
stung •••• •• . . . . • • • 1 X 
suddenly •• ... 1 X 
sugar ••••• .. . . . . 1 X 
suitcase •• 1 X 
suits •• . . . . • • • 1 X 
summer. . . . . . . ... 3 X X X 
sun •••. .. . . . .. 4 X X X X 
Sunday. . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
sunshi ne •• .. . . . . 1 X 
supper ••• .. . . . . . 1 X 
surprise ••. . . . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
surprised. .. • • • • 2 X X 
Susan ••• ..... . .. 4 X X X X 
sweater •• 1 X 
sweet ••• . . . . . . . . . . 1 X 
swim ••••. . . . . . .. 3 X X X 
swimming ••••• •• 1 X 
swing •••••••• .. . . . 2 X X 
swish . ........ .. 1 X 
swish-swash-sw i sh. 1 X 
tab le •••.• . . . ..... 2 X X 
tadp ole •• . . . . ... 1 X 
tail •• .. 5 X X X X X 
tak e •. . . . . . ... . . 6 X X X X X X 
talk •• . . . . •• . . • • 2 X X 
t ap .• . . . . 1 X (Continued on next p a ge) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
tears. . . . . • • ••• 1 X 
Teddy. . . . .. 1 X 
tell •• . . .. • • • 3 X X X 
ten •••. ... . . 2 X X 
tent ••. . . . . . 1 X 
than ••• ..... . ... 1 X 
thank ••. . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
that •• .... . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
the ••••• ... . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
their. . . . . . . . • • • 3 X X X 
them •• . . ... 6 X X X X X X 
then ••• ..... 7 X X v- X X X X .. .. 
there ••• . . ... 7 X X X X X X X 
t h ese •• ..... 1 X 
they ••••. 7 X X X X X X X 
thing ••• ..... . . . 2 X X 
things ••• ... 1 X 
think •••• •• 3 X X X 
thinking •••. 1 X 
this •••• . . . . . .. . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
those •••• ....... 1 X 
thought •• .. 3 X X X 
three ••• ••• 7 X X X X X X X 
through •• •• 1 X 
tie .• . . . . . .. . . .. 2 X X 
tied •• . . . . . . . . .. • • 1 X 
till •• . . . . .... 1 X 
Tim •••• ..... . . • • 1 X 
time. .. . . . • • . . 7 X X X X X X X 
ting-a-ling ••• . . . . 1 X 
tink-tinkle. . . 1 X 
Tip •••• . . . . 1 X 
tired •• •• . . 2 X X 
tires •• . . .. 1 X 
to . ..... .... 7 X X X X X X X 
toad ••• .. 1 X 
together •• . . 2 X X 
told ••• . . . . .. .. 1 X 
Torn • ••.•.... ... 2 X X 
Tommy ••.••• 1 X 
tomorrow •• .. . . . . 3 X "V" X .<>.. 
Tony . ...... . . . . 2 X X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8. (Continued) 
~vord Frequency A B c D E F G 
too •••• . . . . . . ... 7 X X X X X X X 
took ••• . . . .. 6 X X X X X X 
To osey. 1 X 
toot ••••• .... . . . . . 1 X 
toothbrush. . . . . . •• 1 X 
top .••• . . .. 2 X X 
touch •• . . . .. 1 X 
town ••• . . . . . . . . . .. 3 X X X 
Towser. . . . ... l X 
toy •••• . . . . . . . . . . . 4 X X X X 
toys •••• ... 2 X X 
track ••• . . . . . . l X 
tractor. . . •• • • 1 X 
trailer •• . . . . . •• 1 X 
train •• . . . . . 3 X X X 
trains •• . . . . . . .. 1 X 
tree ••. . . • • • 6 X X X X X X 
trick •• .. . . . . . . . l X 
tried. . . . . . . . ... . . l X 
trip ••• . . . ... . .. l X 
truck. . . . 3 X X X 
true •• 1 X 
try ••• . . . . . 1 X 
trying. . . . . . l X 
tub •••.• ... . .. l X 
turkey •• . . ... 2 X X 
turn ••• .. . . . . . . 1 X 
turtle. ... . . . . . 3 X X X 
tweet •• l .,.. ..< \. 
twenty •• ... 2 X X 
tv.rinkle. .. . .. l X 
twinkled •. ... 1 X 
twins ••••• . . . . 2 X X 
tv.Jo • •••••• .. . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
umbrella. .. 2 X X 
uncle. . . . . 3 X X X 
under. 5 X X X X X 
until. l X 
up ••• • • • 7 X X X X X X X 
upon. ..... . . . . . . l X 
us .• . . . . . . . . . ... • • 7 X X X X X X X 
use. .. . .. l X 
(Continued on next page) 
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Table 8 . (Continued) . 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
vegetables. .. 2 X X 
very •••• . . . . . .. 6 X X X X X X 
violet. .. . . . . . 1 X 
vis i t ••• .. . . 1 X 
voice •• •• 2 X X 
wagged. ... . . . . . 1 X 
wagon •• . . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
\•J"ai t ••• .... . . . • • 2 X X 
waited. ... . . . 1 X 
wak e ••• . . . •• 1 X 
walk ••• .. . . . 6 X X X X X X 
wa l k ed. • • . . . 5 X X X X X 
walk ing •• .... 1 X 
want ••• . . . . . . . •••• 7 X X X X X X X 
wanted ••• 6 X X X X X X 
WaPd •• ... 1 X 
war m •• . . . . ~- X X X X 
was ••• . . . . . . . . . ••• 7 X X X X X X X 
v.ra tch ed. ... . . . .. 1 X 
wate r •• . . 6 X X X X X X 
waved ••• .... . . . . . . 1 X 
waves •• . . . . l X 
way ••• .. ... . . . . ... 5 X X X X X 
we •••• . . 7 X X X X X X X 
wear •• 1 X 
wee •• .. . . . 3 X X X 
week s. . . . . 1 X 
well. . . . . . .. 3 X X X 
\vent •• • • • . . . .. 7 X X X X X X X 
were. 7 X X X X X X X 
we t ••• ..... . . 3 X X X 
wh a t. . . . .... . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
vJheat. ... . .. 1 X 
when •• ... . . 6 X X X X X X 
>vhere. •• . . 7 X X X X X X X 
wh ich. •• 2 X X 
wh irr . .. . .. 1 X 
V>Jhis t l e d . 1 X 
vlhi t e •• ... 7 X X X X X X X 
\ihi ti e ••• 1 X 
wh o • • . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
why • ••• . . . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
( Concl u ded on n ext p a ge) 
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Table 8. (Concluded) 
Word Frequency A B c D E F G 
wi.fe ••• •• . . . . . 1 X 
1-viggle •• . . . • • • •••• 2 X X 
wild •••• . . • • • • • • • • 1 X 
will ••• •• •• • • • • • 7 X X X X X X X 
V.Jillie •• • • • • • • . . l X 
win ••••• • • .. . .. 2 X X 
wind •••• . . . . . ••• 3 X X X 
window. . . . . . • • • 4 X X X X 
windoVJs. • • . . . .. 1 X 
~!inky ••• . . . ... • • • • 1 X 
winter. . . . . ... 2 X X 
wisest. . . . . . . 1 X 
wish ••• • • • • • • ..... 4 X X X X 
wished •• . . • • • ••• • • 1 X 
wishes •• . . . . . • • • .. l X 
wishing •• • • •• . .. 1 X 
with •••• . . . . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
without ••• 
• • • • .. 1 X 
woke •••• •• . . . . . . .. 1 X 
vJ obbles. . . . .. . . . 1 X 
woman •• . . . .. 3 X X X 
wood ••• . . . . 1 X 
woods •• . . ••••••• . . 2 X X 
word ••• . . . . . . . . . . . 3 X X X 
work •• 6 X X X X X X 
worked •• .. . . . 2 X X 
world. .. • • • • . . . . 1 X 
would. . . . . . 4 X X X X 
write •• . . . . . . • • • .. 1 X 
wrong. . . . . . . ...... 1 X 
wrote •• • • • . . . 1 X 
wu.f.f •• . . . ...... 1 X 
yard ••• . . . .. 4 X X X X 
year •• • • • • • • • • •• • • 1 X 
years •• • • • . . . ... 3 X X X 
yellow. . . . . . . . 6 X X X X X X 
yes ..... . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
yesterday ••• . . . ... 1 X 
you ••• .. . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
your ••• . . . . 7 X X X X X X X 
z-z-z. . . . . . ••• 1 X 
zebra •• . . . . . ... 1 X 
zoom •• . . . . . • • • • . . . 1 X 
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Wnen all the words had been alphabetically listed, they 
were broken down to discover which words were used in all 
seven of the basal reading series, which words were used in 
several of the series, and which words appear only in one of 
the first grade series used in this study. It was found that 
110 words were common to all seven of the series used. They 
were as follows : 
a for mother that 
again fun must the 
all get my then 
am go night there 
and good no they 
are green not this 
as had now three 
at has of time 
m·my have on to 
back he one too 
ball her other two 
be here out up 
big him over us 
blue his play want 
but home put was 
called I ran we 
carne in red went 
can is ride were 
come it said 1-vhat 
could jumped sat where 
day just saw white 
did laughed see will 
do little she with 
dog look sleep yes 
dovm make so you 
eat man some your 
fast may something 
find me thank 
There vmre 49 words comrnon to six of the first grade 
basal reading series. The words were as follows : 
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airplane happy party very 
asked heard please wagon 
baby help quack walk 
birthday hop rabbit wanted 
black house rain water 
bow-wov.r how run when 
cake know say who 
cold like soon why 
farm looked surprise work 
five morning take yellow 
from oh them 
going old took 
good-by our tree 
There were 46 words common to :five of the first grade 
basal reading series. The Hords were as follows: 
after :father into snow 
around feet Jack splash 
bed fly let stop 
box found long store 
boy four lost story 
by funny made street 
cat gave mew tail 
children give new under 
cluck gone next walked 
cow hello pretty way 
cried hen sang 
door hurry school 
, 
There were 60 words common to four of t h e first grade 
basal reading series. The words were as follmv-s: 
about call got Nary shall 
am car grandfather milk sing 
bad color grandmother name stay 
barn dinner grass never stopped 
basket doll ground nose sun 
beg an duck · grov.J off Susan 
Bill e ggs h e ad open toy 
Billy every hide pet warm 
bird fell hill pig window 
brmm fire horse p ocket wish 
bump g arden looking pony would 
cag e girl many road yard 
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There were 111 words common to three of the first gl"ade 
basal reading series. The words vTere as follows: 
across food penny 
afraid frog played 
along g ate puddle 
animals goat pulled 
another gray pushed 
apple guess ready 
apples ha rolled 
aunt hair rooster 
bag hats sand 
bang hear seen 
before helped show 
behind high sit 
best hungry six 
boat if sky 
boats Jane sounds 
breakfast jump spring 
Bunny ki tten squirrel 
candles kittens still 
catch leaves su.rrrrner 
chair let's swim 
c i ty light tell 
coat live their 
coming lived think 
cookies money thought 
corn monkey tomorrow 
cup moo town 
dark more train 
Dick ~1r. truck 
don't Mrs. turtle 
dress much uncle 
ey es nest wee 
faster nothing well 
fat once wet 
first opened wind 
fish or woman 
flew paint l<lord 
flowers parade y ears 
r 
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There were 138 t..rords common to two of' the f'irst grade 
basal reading series. The words were as f'ollows: 
airport girls read 
Alice glad ribbon 
alone grew room 
always hand round 
anyone ho running 
ask hole Sally 
autumn hot sandwiches 
balloons hurts seat 
barber ice-cream sell 
barnyard Janet shining 
bear Jim shoe 
bee keep shop 
been laugh side 
belong likes sleepy 
Betty's listen slow 
biggest loud smiled 
birds ma-ma someone 
Blackie maybe stand 
blevl mend stood 
Bobby met string 
book miss surprised 
books mitten swing 
bread mouse table 
broken mouth talk 
calf' Nan ten 
can't Nancy thing 
chewed nap tie 
chicken naughty tired 
chicks needs together 
cock-a-doodle-doo noise Tom 
country nut Tony 
crying org an top 
cut pail toys 
daddy pan turkey 
David Pat twenty 
ducks peanuts twins 
early peep umbrella 
ears pennies vegetab les 
enough picnic voice 
f'amily picture wait 
f'ar pink which 
.feathers popcorn wiggle 
f'eed prize win 
f'loor puppy 1...rinter 
f'ox quick woods 
g ame race worked 
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There were 505 words which were found in only one first 
gre.de basal reading series. The words were as follows: 
above build cook 
air bumped cooks 
almost bundle cool 
Andrew burned count 
Andy busy counted 
animal buzzed cowboy 
antlers buy crmvled 
any cabbage crayons 
arm c a."k:e s cream 
asleep candle cross 
automobile candlestick crow 
babies cannot cry 
band cap cupboard 
bank caps danced 
bark care dear 
barked careful deep 
bath carriage deer 
bathing carry delighted 
beach caught deliver 
beautiful caw Dickie 
because cement dif'ferent 
bell cents dish 
Ben chairs does 
Ben's cherry dogs 
Benjamin B. chickens doing 
beside chocolate done 
Betsy choo donkey 
better choose Dot 
bicycle Christmas Dot's 
bigger church drank 
Blinker cinders draws 
Blinkie circus dream 
blocks clean dreamed 
blow click dressed 
boom climb drink 
boots clinkety-clink drop 
Bossy close dropped 
both clothes drove 
bottles clouds drum 
boys clowns earth 
brave coasting eating 
bring coats eight 
brook cocoa elephant 
broom conductor Ellen 
brother 
(Continued on next page) 
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else greedy lamb 
empty gr-r-r last 
end harnmer laughing 
engine hanakerchiefs leave 
ever hard Lee 
everyone hay left 
everything heavy leg 
everywhere hee-haw lemonade 
fair held letter 
farmer hero light 
farmers herself louder 
farmer's hiccups lovely 
fence hiding lunch 
Fido himself maa-a-a 
fill hit Mac 
fine hold Mac's 
fireplace holes makes 
fisherman honey march 
fix honk Marth a 
fixed hoped meat 
flags hoppity-hop mender 
flat horns meow 
Flip hug merry-go-round 
Fluffy ice mill 
follow I'll mine 
followed indeed 1'1i tzi 
Fred Inky Molly 
fresh inside moon 
friend Jean most 
friends Jerry Mr. Carl 
Frisky John Mr. Lee 
frogs Jill mud 
front jingle nail 
frost Jip near 
fruit joke Ned 
full Judy Nicky 
fur Jumbo nightingale 
Fuzzy kangaroo nimble 
gallon kept north 
galloping kind number 
gas king oatmeal 
gay kite ocean 
geese kites orang e 
Ginger kitchen ostrich 
gobble kitty overalls 
gold ladder own 
goose lady pack 
(Continued on next page) 
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Paddy's purr sister 
pails push skipper 
painted quacking sled 
pajamas quarts sleds 
pancake quiet sleeve 
park railroad slept 
parrot rainbow slower 
Patsy reading small 
patted real smart 
Patty really Smarty 
Pauline rent smell 
paw rented snap 
peacock ribbons snowball 
pears riding snowballs 
pen right snowman 
pencil ring snowsuit 
people river snowsuits 
perhaps robin sniff 
Perky rode socks 
pets rope soldier 
Pete sad somebody 
Peter sail south 
picked Sally 1 s Specky 
picnics salt spot 
picture same spots 
pie Sandy spotted 
piles Saturday sprinkler 
pillow saying sprinkling 
Pinky scarecrow squawk 
plant scarecrows star 
planted scat started 
playing seaweed step 
pockets second steps 
pocketbook seven sticks 
pole sh-h-h stir 
policeman shadow strawberries 
Polly shadows stripe 
pond shelf strong 
pool shells stuck 
porch shine stung 
postman shoes suddenly 
print shortcake sugar 
proud should suitcase 
puddles shouted suits 
Puff shut Sunday 
pull sidewalk sunshine 
pulling sign supper 
(Concluded on next page) 
sweater Towser wheat 
sweet track Hhirr 
swimming tractor whistled 
swish trailer VJhi tie 
swish- swash-swish trains Hife 
tadpole trick Hild 
tap tried ~Jillie 
tears trip windows 
Teddy true ~Vinky 
tent try wisest 
than trying wished 
t h ese tub wi shes 
things turn 1vishing 
thinking tweet 1vi thout 
those twinkle woke 
through twi!l..kled. Wobbles 
tied until wood 
till upon world 
'l'im use write 
t ing-a-ling violet wrong 
tink-tinkle visit wrote 
Tip wagged wuff 
tires wake year 
toad walking y esterday 
told \l]ard z-z-z-z 
TollLmy watched zebra 
Toosey waved zoom 
toot waves 
toothbrush v.rear 
touch weeks 
Even though the first grade child has been exposed to 
some 300 words during his first year in school, he does not 
remember all of the words. Durre111 puts it this way : 
"The most common problem in teaching beginning 
reading arises from the fact that the child fails 
to remember the words that have been taught . Des-
pite e,xcellent lesson planning and ingenious moti-
vation, the child's mind often seems to be 'like a 
sieve 1 • 11 
1. Donald D. Durrell, Helen B. Sullivan and Helen A. Murphy, 
Building Word Power. World Book Company, New York, 1941, p. 1. 
48 
Gatesl has said that 11 I.f words are made interesting and 
vivid in their initial presentation and in later use in the 
classroom, they will tend to be learned more adequantely 11 • 
The teacher may have presented all the new words to all 
of the children in her best manner, but some children will not 
remember t h em as well as others. Dolch2 insists that 11 As we 
plan a steady le arning of new words, 11'/e also plan a continual 
reuse of' old words". Along thi s line, Stone3 says, 11 But .for 
those having more or less difficulty in learning words there 
must be much repetition in a variety o.f meaningful reading 
situations in 1,Jhich the child has keen interest, pleasurable 
experience and satisfying achievement". 
1. Arthur I. Gates, The Improvement o.f Reading. The Macmil-
lan Company, New York, 1950, p. 201. 
2. Edward William Dolch, Teaching Primary Reading. The Gar-
rard Press, Champaign, Ill., 1950, p. 273. 
3. Clarence R. Stone, Progress in Primary Reading. Webster 
Publishing Company, St. Louis, 1~50, p. 13. 
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The writers wanted to build silent reading exercises 
which would use the selected vocabulary in a variety of 
meaningful ~Jays. The exercises were to be more like games 
than tests. 
Exercises one through fifteen were word recognition games . 
The children v-rould be shown one or two words on a single flash 
card, and would be expected to read it silently. The answer, 
gesture, or action made by the pupils would indicate whether 
they were able to read and understand the words on the card. 
Exercises sixteen through twenty-two were phrase recog-
nition g ames. The teacher would show the class a phrase on a 
single flash card, and the pupils would read it silently. Then 
one or more children would make the desired response. 
Exercises twenty-three through twenty-six included some 
questions to be answered and some commands to be carried out 
by one or more members of the class. 
The exercises would be used with second grade children 
at t h e very beginning of the school year. Each day a new 
exercise would be given, and none would be repeated until all 
had been used. That way all children would review the words 
as early in the school year as possible. When all had been 
g iven, the teacher would have a good idea as to whi ch words 
were known by the children and l..Jhich words were not known. 
Then any e xercise could be used a gain, both to teach and review. 
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CHltPTER IV 
QUICK-RESPONSE SILENT READING EXERCISES 
1. COLORS 
Directions: Each child should have a small piece of 
each of the twelve colors. When the teacher shows 
the name of the color, the child responds by holding 
up that color. 
black gold orange violet 
blue gray pink yellow 
brown green red white 
2. WF~T COLOR IS 
Directions: When the teacher shows the word, the 
child will hold up the color that is associated with 
that liord. 
apple 
cherry 
chocolate 
clouds 
cocoa 
corn 
cream 
crow 
e. g . apple would suggest red 
dark 
fire 
flag 
fly 
frog 
gold 
grass 
hay 
honey 
leaves 
lemonade 
milk 
mud 
ocean 
orange 
penny 
i ~o ston Univers1 t1 
School of Educatio 
Library 
salt 
school 
sky 
snow 
snowball 
strawberries 
sugar 
sun 
3. ANDJ[ALS 
Directions: We are going to pretend that we are ani-
mals. When you see the name of an animal, make the 
noise it makes. 
bee dog hen pig 
chicken donkey horse rooster 
cat duck kitten turkey 
cow frog lamb 
crow goat lion 
4. At'T IHALS AND BIRDS (Ho:w: many legs?) 
Directions: Each child has two small cards, one read-
ing two and the other reading four. When the teacher 
flashes the name of the animal or bird, the child will 
hold up the word that tells the right number of legs 
for that animal. 
bear duck horse peacock 
calf elephant kangaroo pig 
cat fox kitten pony 
ch icken frog lamb rabbit 
COV.l geese monkey rooster 
crow goat mouse squirrel 
dog goose ostrich turtle 
donkey hen parrot zebra 
5. CAN IT RUN? 
Directions: Look at the word on the card. When you 
see a word that is the name of something that can 
run, hold up your hand. 
animal doll .fish mouse 
bird door .flower pencil 
boy drum girl penny 
cake duck grand.father picture 
cat elephant grass pig 
chair engine hat pony 
chicken farmer hill rabbit 
children fence horse rooster 
deer father house 
dog .frog mitten 
6. WHAT CAN IT DO? 
Directions: wnen you see the word, read it and be 
ready to tell what it can do? 
airplane 
baby 
balloon 
bell 
crow 
deer 
elephant 
.fox 
frog 
fish 
goat 
horse 
kite 
kitten 
mouse 
parrot 
penny 
puppy 
pony 
rabbit 
star 
train 
truck 
squirrel 
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7. WHAT IS IT LIKE? 
Directions: When you see the word, read it and be 
ready to tell what is it like? 
ball garden rain turkey 
breakfast grass rainbow turtle 
farm hat river wagon 
fire-engine honey sand1...rich 
flowers ice-cream school 
fruit moon scarecrow 
fur panca.'k:e sky 
8. WE LIKE TO EAT 
Directions: ''Can you eat this?" is the question asked · 
the pupils. If the word sn~wn is something that can 
be eaten, t he pupil will show the teacher the word 
11Yes 11 • If the word shown is something that cannot be 
eaten, t h en t he pupil will flash the word "No". The 
1rwrds belov.r are the names of foods. 
apples eggs pears 
bread fruit pie 
cabbage goose popcorn 
cake honey salt 
cakes ice-cream sandwiches 
cherry lamb shortcake 
chicken lemonade strawberries 
chocolate milk sugar 
cocoa nut turkey 
cookies oatmeal vegetables 
corn orange wheat 
cream pancake 
duck peanuts 
(Flash cards from previous exercises are to be mixed 
with the names of foods.) 
8. ~ill LIKE TO EAT (Continued) 
Further exercises: 
a. 11 Is 
----
a fruit or vegetable? 11 The child re-
sponds by holding up the correct word. 
b. " ~vould you eat at a birthday party? 11 The 
child responds by answering 11Yes 11 or liN 0 II. 
c. "Can you bring this to school :Cor lunch? 11 The 
child responds by answering "Yes 11 or 11No". 
d. 11 Would you eat this for di11.ner or for breakfast?" 
The child responds by holding up the correct word. 
9. itffiO AM I? 
Directions: Each pupil has two pictures, one of a 
boy and one of a girl. When the word flashed is the 
name o~ a boy, the children will hold up the picture 
of the boy. When the word flashed is the name of a 
girl, the children will hold up the p icture of the 
girl. 
Alice 
Ben 
Betty 
Bill 
Billy 
Bobby 
Dick 
Dot 
Ellen 
Fred 
Jack 
Janet 
Jane 
Jean 
Jerry 
Jill 
Jim 
Judy 
John 
I'!rartha 
Mary 
Molly 
Nan 
Nancy 
Ned 
Patsy 
Peter 
Polly 
Sally 
Tim 
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10. WHO AM I? 
Directions: Each child holds a picture of a man and 
a woman. Say, "When the words you see mean a man, 
hold up the picture of the man. When the words mean 
a woman, hold up the picture of the woman". 
Aunt Mary 
Mrs. Brown 
grandfather 
Uncle Tom 
farmer 
policeman 
fisherman 
Aunt Martha 
father 
fireman 
Mrs. Little 
Mrs. Gates 
Uncle Peter 
Mr. Gray 
wife 
Miss Brown 
Aunt Jane 
Mrs. Hill 
mother 
grandmother 
Mr. Green 
lady 
Uncle Jim 
.postman 
11. lrJHAT WOULD YOU NEED TO ? 
Directions: Look at the word written on the card. 
If the word were eat, what would you need to eat? 
Your answer might be food. Say food out loud; do 
not say the word written on the card. 
play--toys 
eat--food 
fly--airplane 
sail--boat 
hold sand--pail 
nail--hammer 
swim--pool 
read--book 
burn--fire 
fish--pole 
sled--snow 
ride--train 
laugh--joke 
splash--'tvater 
listen--ears 
drink--water 
buy--money 
tie--ribbon 
smell-nose 
sit--chair 
gallop--horse 
picnic--sandwich 
see--eyes 
ride--automobile 
ring--bell 
dress-clothes 
write--pencil 
blow--wind 
tell time--clock 
sniff--nose 
color--crayons 
hee-haw--donkey 
talk--mouth 
S6 
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11. l~AT WOULD YOU NEED TO ? (Continued) 
Directions for further work: Write ten responses on 
the blackboard. Show the class the 1..rord written on 
the card. Each child will the~ select the response 
that .fits the given word, and will write the response 
on his paper. The teacher will then flash word num-
ber two. 
12. OPPOSITES 
(These words can be used in groups of 15.) 
Directions: When you see a word, tell a word that 
means the opposite. e.g. If you see the 1..rord stop, 
you could say &£• 
up yes surmner 
night stop woman 
little boy Mrs. 
white long before 
down new high 
day lost brother 
big under sad 
his hot inside 
black off asleep 
old stay sister 
good-by warm king 
cold .fat light 
happy Mr . laugh 
work dark lady 
back city stand 
13. WORDS THAT MEAN THE SAHE 
Directions: When you see a word, tell another word 
that means the same. e.g. If you see the word 
afraid, y ou could say frightened. 
fast cross gay 
penny wee brook 
call kitten big 
puddle bigE:est delighted 
many seat bring 
Bunny children little 
city wiggle 
14. PREPO SITIONS 
Directions: Read the word on the card to yourself. 
Think of a few more words that cou ld g o with the 
word you see. e. g . If you saw the word across, 
you could say 11 across the room". 
above 
across 
after 
around 
at 
before 
behind 
beside 
by 
down 
in 
inside 
on 
through 
to 
under 
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15. ADJECTIVES 
Directions: Read to you~self the word on the card. 
Then think of another word to go with it. If you 
saw the word warm, you could say day. 
best dark high red 
big fat little sleepy 
black good long warm 
blue gray lost wee 
brown green old wet 
cold happy pretty white 
16. OUR ROOM 
Directions: When the words are flashed, point quickly 
to the place or thing named. 
the clock 
a picture 
a window 
a door 
the book ·shelf 
17. YOU AND YOUR FRIE1IDS 
a seat 
a word 
a letter 
the table 
a chair 
the floor 
the front of the room 
the back of the room 
the front window 
the back window 
Directions: When the words are flashed, point quickly 
to the place or person named. 
your eyes 
your nose 
your head 
your feet 
a girl's dress 
your socks 
your shoes 
someone else 
any girl 
your hair 
your mouth 
two children 
someone reading 
your arm 
the book table 
the floor 
your right hand 
someone's pocket 
your leg 
your hand 
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18. THE CIRCUS 
Directions: The children each have a card with the 
word Circus printed on it. Say, 11When the words you 
read tell something you mi ght see at the circus, hold 
up your cardn. 
clowns laughing 
a dog show 
people at school 
elephants doing tricks 
pretty flowers 
horses galloping 
birds in trees 
many people 
people reading 
boys at school 
19. WI NTER OR SUMMER 
rabbits eating 
many children 
funny clowns 
animals doing tricks 
people at church 
people laughing 
children laughing 
pretty girls 
a pony show 
clowns running 
Directions: Have a picture of a winter scene on one 
wall, and a picture of a summer scene on another wall. 
When the words flashed tell something you could do in 
the summer, point to the picture of summer. If the 
words tell something you could do in the winter, point 
to the picture of winter. 
swim in the ocean 
ride on a sled 
make a snowman 
play ball 
play in the water 
have a picnic 
sleep in a tent 
make three snowballs 
have a boat race 
s e e frost on the grass 
fish in the ocean 
see snow on the road 
find ice in the water 
roll in the snow 
play in the sand 
go coasting 
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20. WHO CAN DO IT? 
Directions: When you see the word, read it and be 
ready to tell who can do it? 
paint the house 
put out fires 
grm..r wheat 
bring us milk 
help us cross the street 
f ix the car 
milk many cows 
make our bread 
mend our toys 
21. w·HERE COULD YOU DO THIS? 
cut our hair 
mend our shoes 
help us when we are lost 
stop the cars 
get your breakfast 
feed many hens 
fly an airplane 
train animals 
catch many fish 
Directions: When the card is flashed, tell us where 
you could do this? 
eat your dinner 
find a book 
sing to mother 
eat ice-cream 
play cm..rboy 
g o swimming 
see an elephant 
feed the chickens 
have a picnic 
see funny pictures 
see a policeman 
read to father 
read a story 
find the egg s 
see a cowboy 
sleep all night 
go coasting 
clean your shoes 
see many houses 
g o after the cows 
play horse 
put on your clothes 
hear a story 
see an airplane 
ride a pony 
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22. WHAT COULD YOU SEE ? 
Directions: When the words are flashed, tell us what 
you could see. 
table?--books. 
e.g. What could you see on the 
on the house 
in the barn 
in the water 
when it rains 
at the circus 
at the show 
on the street 
by the school 
out of doors 
upon the bed 
through the window 
down the road 
in the store 
in the kitchen 
in the sky 
on the water 
in a pool 
in the woods 
in a pond 
in a rainbow 
when it snows 
under a house 
under the gnound 
on the table 
in a nest 
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23. ANI MALS A!IID BIRDS 
Directions: Give each pupil a paper with the names of' 
twenty animals written on it. The teacher will then 
show the class a flash card with a description of one 
animal or bird written on it. The child is to find 
the name of that animal on his p aper and put number 
one beside the name. The teacher will then show the 
class the sec ond description. This could also be done 
by having the children read the flash card and answer 
orally with the name of the correct animal or bird. 
I give milk ~ 
I am fat and black and l ive in a pen. 
I run after cats. 
I will soon be a frog. 
I hide my head in the sand. 
I am a baby cow. 
I look like a b i g cat. 
I g ive you e g g s for breakf'ast. 
I have a very long nose. 
I have feathers and like to swim. 
I crow early in the morning. 
I have many beautiful feathers. 
I can talk like people. 
I have black and white stripes. 
I have very long ears. 
I have a hard shell. 
I put nuts away for the winter. 
I am proud of my beautif'ul fur tail. 
I am a small horse. 
I am funny in the circus. 
You need a pole to catch me. 
24. COMPLETION 
Dire ctions: Read the words on the card to yourself. 
One word is missing from the sentence. Think of a 
word that wou l d fit into the sentence, and be ready 
to say that word aloud. 
V.J e read 
\v e sing 
sail on the ocean. 
-:::J,_a-c-=-k-i s a 
Father is -a--
Nother is a ___ • 
I am a 
Birds can __ _ 
Fish can 
The leaves are on the 
The moon is 
The cow jumped over the 
We in a house. 
We sleep in a • 
We on a chair. 
You can a ball . 
Rain fe l l on the 
Airplanes a r e _____ • 
Cows eat ____ • 
We eat at ...,....---· 
V.J e sleep at 
Snow is 
See the squirrel ~--­
We buy app les at the 
---· We p lay at ___ • 
Further Directions: The teacher could write ten 
answers on the board. \-/hen the children read the 
card, they would find the correct response and write 
it on their paper. This wou ld e nable all children 
to participate at . the same time. 
25. YES OR NO 
Directions: Read the question to yourself. If you 
would answer "yes", hold up the card that says~' 
but if you would answer nno 11 , hold up the card that 
says no. 
~ -
AM I ? 
Am I bigger than you? 
Am I in an automobile? 
Am I a woman? 
Am I your sister? 
Am I a fireman? 
ABE YOU ? 
Are you at home? 
Are y ou out doors? 
Are you a boy? 
Are you with children? 
Are you in a tent? 
Are balls round? 
Are you a g irl? 
Are you a baby? 
CAN ? 
--------
Can you 
Can y ou 
Can you 
Can you 
Can you 
Can you 
Can you 
Can you 
sing? 
pl ay ball? 
fly? 
see me? 
s k ip? 
jump rope? 
walk? 
see snow? 
Ami a lady? 
Am I playing a game? 
Am I reading a book ? 
Ami standi n g up? 
Am I talking ? 
Are you in school? 
Are you at the ocean? 
Are some boys here? 
Are the lights on? 
Are e g g s red? 
Are clouds hi gh? 
Are there s ome g irls here? 
Can you ride a bicycle? 
Can you eat a balloon? 
Can you write? 
Can a k ite fly? 
Can a cat sleep? 
Can a lamb bark? 
Can a boat sail? 
65 
25. YES OR NO (Continued) 
IS ? 
Is it time for bed? Is the ocean deep? 
Is a party fun? Is sunshine cold? 
Is this morning? Is a joke funny? 
Is it night? Is a game fun? 
Is our school red? Is a puddle wet? 
Is the sun out? Is a doll real? 
Is your mother here? Is fruit good? 
Is a clown in the circus? Is summer cold? 
Is meat good to eat? Is salt white? 
Is it autumn? Is everyone here? 
2 6 • C OMM_ANDS 
Directions: When you read what is on the card, do 
what it tells you. Do it quickly and be ready to 
read and obey the next command. (These have been 
divided into four groups, for four days' work .) 
Group A 
Stand up. 
Hold up your right leg. 
Touch your shoes. 
Take your friend's hand. 
Hop up and down. 
Put on a cap. 
Touch the floor. 
Hold up your right hand. 
Sit down. 
Where is your left eye? 
Tap your feet. 
Pat your head. 
Put one hand on the table. 
Close your eyes. 
Cross your arms. 
Pull up your socks. 
Open your mouth. 
Show me your book. 
Watch the clock. 
Put up an umbrella. 
Turn around. 
Open your book. 
Look at the floor. 
Pat your hair. 
Hold up your pencil. 
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26. C0~1A~IDS (Continued) 
Group B 
Make a six in the air. 
Si t in your friend's chair. 
Put a penny in your pocket. 
Look out of the windows. 
Show me the book shelf. 
Write your name in the air. 
Write your name on the table. 
Put a book on your head. 
Tap your table three times. 
Open your mouth two times. 
Look under your table. 
Ring a little bell. 
Sit in your chair. 
Group C 
Look at the fish 
Chew an apple. 
Carry a baby. 
Put on your coat. 
Stir a cup of cocoa. 
Cut some bread. 
Have your handkerchief. 
Mark the paper. 
March like a soldier. 
Sniff something good. 
Look happy. 
Look inside your table. 
Pat your left le g . 
Group D 
Nail up a picture. 
Put some salt on an egg. 
Put your pencil on a book. 
Let your hand be an airplane. 
Put one foot across the other. 
Pat a little kitten. 
Put sand into a pail. 
Ho ld up your arms. 
Hold out your book. 
Look around the room. 
Put your head down. 
Turn to the window. 
Smile at me. 
Tie your shoe. 
Pat your ears. 
\.J i ggl~. 
\1Thi s tle. 
Shut one eye. 
Cross your feet. 
Wave g ood-by. 
Go to sleep. 
Ride a horse. 
Tie a hair ribbon. 
Read your book. 
Jump. 
Look Sleepy. 
Laugh. 
Cry. 
Look sad. 
Hold your nose . 
Swim 
\'llri te a letter. 
Play an organ. 
Saw some fire wood. 
}1ilk a cow. 
Put on overalls. 
Be very quiet. 
Rope a horse. 
Pat a big dog. 
Paint a table. 
Look up high. 
Turn to the back. 
Pat your shoes. 
Drop your pencil. 
Fly like a bird. 
Show me my chair. 
Hold up one hand. 
Hold up both hands. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMNARY AND FINDINGS 
In this study the writers developed twenty-six exercises 
in silent reading requiring quick responses which were based 
on vocabulary taken from seven basal reading series for Grade 
One. They were used in seven classrooms at the beginning of 
the y ear to provide review for Grade One vocabulary. 
The following conclusions may be drawn: 
1. The children accepted the various exercises 
as games, and often reques ted that they be 
repeated. 
2. All teachers using the material felt it was 
useful, and were interested in further try-
out. 
The material should be evaluated experimentally to mea-
sure its effectiveness in reading achievement. 
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